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daily examined the urine; but the sugar remained as
before. From this time she rapidly regained hei
health and strength, and I ceased to attend her.
On May 1st, I found the urine quite free from
sugar; and I have recently found it so still.

It is difficult to say, with any approach to accu-
racy, what amount of iodine was passed in the two
days on which it occurred in the urine. I am satis-
fied, however, that it was very large; for the pre-
cipitate from four ounces of urine covered the bottom
of the porcelain dish, in which it was just contained,
to a depth of rather more than a line. I unfor.
tunately did not weigh the precipitate obtained
from four ounces of the urine; but it is, I think,
under the mark to say that it would fill a drachm
measure, and would consequently weigh about twelve
grains.
I found that, three years before, she had taken

iodide of potassium for rheumatic pains. This she
procured at a druggist's, as she wanted it, in small
quantities at a time. She has no idea how much
she took. At the time she was passing sugar in the
urine, she had none of the usual thirst of diabetics;
nor was the urine much increased in amount. At
first it could not be measured, owing to her having a
little diarrhcea, and her voiding urine at the same
time; but later in the case, when sugar was still
present, I found the amount was about forty ounces.
It may be objected, that the patient took the iodide
on the days on which it was found in the urine; but
I think that the large amount, and the fact of its oc-
currence on two days only, and these days separated
by one during which no iodide was passed, preclude
this idea. Ten or twelve days afterwards, I taxed
her with taking iodide of potassium unknown to me.
She most emphatically denied it, but told me at
once that she had taken it three years before. The
fact of the retention of so soluble a salt, and one
which is generally eliminated so readily in the urine,
for so long a period, is interesting in itself, and espe-
cially so in reference to the temporary diabetes pro-
duced, which, however, lasted at least two months.
That the salt seemed to be set free by the previous
attack of fever, may be explained on the supposition
that it was retained owing to the electric affinity
with some organ or organs, which affinity was de-
stroyed, owing to a change in the polar state from
fever. It is well ascertained, that the blood is always
electro-positive with regard to the secreted fluids,
which are electro-negative. It is possible that in
fever the electro-positive state of the blood may be
altered or lessened, and that this may account for
the diminished secretions.

ETHER AS A LOCAL APPLICATION. Dr. J. J. Black,
of Philadelphia, in the American Journal of Medical
Sciences, speaks favourably of the local application of
ether in aphthae and other diseases of the mucous
membrane of the mouth. It is applied by a camel's
bair brush. A little smarting at first is soon fol-
lowed by relief. In "thrush", its results have been
moat pleasing among the many badly-nourished
children of the Philadelphia Hospital. The deposit
seemed to disappear gradually, and in most cases,
after twenty-four hours, there was none whatever to
be seen, and the one application completed the cure-
at least, the local cure. In from three to four days
the mucous membranes became perfectly normal. It
has also been tested in three cases of " ulcero-mem-
branous stomatitis". Dr. Black suggests its use in
herpes preputialis, eczema, psoriasis, etc. Dr. Chas.
E. Smith, jun., at his suggestion, has used ether
locay in cases of chronic ulcer, with good results.(PArd. Mae. Ex.)

We are requested to remind members of the Asso-
ciation that the Annual Subscriptions becamse
due on the 1st of January. They can be paid
either to the Secretaries of the Branches; or to
the General Secretary, T. Watkin Williams,
Esq., 13, Newhall Street, Birmingham.
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CAPPING DAY AT EDINBURGH.
Ox the 1st of August, the annual ceremony of
capping, or conferring medical degrees upon successful
candidates, took place in the Assembly Hall. On
this last occasion, twenty gentlemen received the de-
gree of M.D., thirty-nine that of M.B. and M.C.
(Master of Surgery), and three that of M.B. Since
the passing of the new statutes for degrees in medi-
cine in the University of Edinburgh, the number of
Bachelors of Medicine has steadily increased; and
this year, for the first time, the number of candi-
dates receiving the degree of M.D. has been ex-
ceeded by that of Bachelors. Henceforward all the
students of this University must of necessity first
receive the preliminary degree of Bachelor, before
proceeding to the " summi in medicina honoree", as
the diploma flatteringly, but somewhat facetiously,
styles the doctorate.
The number of graduates has been steadily de-

creasing during the last few years-a fact which is a
cause of congratulation rather than regret, as the
falling off in numbers is traceable much more to the
higher standard of qualifications now insisted upon,
than to any great falling off in the number of stu-
dents. This higher standard is obviously doing its
work well. The number of candidates rejected at
each successive examination has steadily increased,
not because the candidates have fallen short of the
mark to which their predecessors were wont to
attain, but because a healthier spirit ha imper-
ceptibly come over those in authority. Those in
authority have happily become persuaded that it is
not the function of an University to compete with
those corporations whose great aim it is to dispense,
as early as possible, medical qualifications; and that
an University degree should be a certificate of high
culture and accurate knowledge, and not a mere
license to practise.
The reputation of a great University will depend

upon the renown of its teachers, and upon the repu-
tation and success of its most distinguished alumni;.
but the value of its degrees will depend chiefly upon
the difficulty which it throws in the way of ignorant
men competing for them. The value of the degrees

283.



of the London University depends perhaps more
upon its having more rigorously than other bodies
excluded all who had not a certain amount of accu-

rate knowledge, than upon the high reputation to
which some of its graduates have attained.

Candidates for the degree of M.D. have always, in
the University of Edinburgh, been requested to pre-
sent an inaugural thesis before being admitted to the
degree. The custom has had little influence either
for good or evil, in so far as the majority of candi-
dates are concerned; for the thesis has been generally
regarded as a formality which had to be fulfilled
with the expenditure of as little labour as possible.
The influence of the custom on the e1ite of the gra-

duates has, however, been very good; for it has
always been considered a highly creditable thing to
be successful in carrying off one of the thesis gold
medals, these being only conferred on the best of the
dissertations which are the result of original investi-
gation. Not an inconsiderable number of the Edin-
burgh graduates, who have in their subsequent pro-

fessional career attained distinction or eminence for
successful scientific researches, commenced these in
competing for the thesis medals.
Two gold medals have this year been awarded.

Of these, one was adjudged to a thesis on the
Muscles of the Alligator; the other to a very impor-
tant dissertation on the Physiological Action of Digi-
talis and Digitaline, by Dr. T. Z. Brunton. Dr.
Brunton has investigated afresh the question as to
whether digitalis acts as a diuretic when adminis-
tered in a state of health, and has, with this object,
subjected himself to a most laborious series of ex-

periments. His results, whilst answering the ques-

tion in the affirmative, will prove highly interesting
as bearing upon the question of the influence of
work, and more especially mental work, upon the
excretion of urea. Dr. Brunton has attempted to
determine the action of digitalis on the circulation,
and has, with this object, made a large number of
observations with the hbemadynamometer and sphyg-
mograph. He has arrived at the following results.
In the first place, digitalis lowers the number of
cardiac pulsations, and, at the same time, causes con-

traction of the capillaries. The slowing is, in this
case, apparently due to the direct action of the drug
upon the heart, and not to the increase of the arte-
rial tension from the contraction of the peripheral
vessels. In the second stage of its action, the drug
causes dilatation of the capillaries. The pulse then
become irregular; quick beats being now and then
interpolated amongst the slow ones. These quick
beats become more and more frequent, until the
pulse becomes a quick one, with a few slow beats
occurring now and then. The dilatation of the ca-

pillaries leads to a great lowering of the arterial
tension; and there now arises a tendency to syneope

-syncope being the usual cause of death by digitalis

in man. At a further stage, the different cavities of
the heart, and even different parts of the same
cavity, act irregularly (not in concert); and then, the
muscular fibre itself becomes paralysed.

After the degrees had been conferred, and the
gold medal awarded, Professor Christison, as pro-
motor of the Faculty of Medicine, delivered an ad.
dress, in which he gave an account of the early his-
tory of the Edinburgh School of Medicine, and drew
attention to the causes which had influenced its
destines, and raised it to the position which it has so
long occupied. He contrasted the state of medical
education at the time when Edinburgh first rose to
a high position amongst the Universities of Europe,
with its present condition; and maintained that it
was a matter for congratulation and surprise that,
with the great and constantly increasing competition
in medical education, a greater decrease in the num-
ber of students attending its class-rooms and comn
peting for its degrees had not occurred.

" Throughout England, medicine was taught no,.
where in an University. In Ireland, it could not be
studied in an University without the costliness of
college residence, and submission to terms unpalat-
able and to many insuperable. But Edinburgh,
blessed with the ablest teachers, also offered cheap
living and no condition on the part of the student
save due capacity and diligence. Thus, many cir-
cumstances, intrinsic and external, conspired to fa.x
vour the success of the first great medical school
established in Britain for her people, her dependen-
cies, and her offsets. Soon after 1825, however, a
change was undergone everywhere. Universities of
repute, founded on the model of that of Edinburgh,
and taught by men educated and graduated there,
attained a firm footing in the United States. Univer-
sity College and King's College, London, laid the
foundation of the flourishing University of the great
metropolis. Ere long, the circle of rivalry was com-
pleted by the foundation of the Queen's University
in Ireland and its Colleges. At the same time, the
whole Universities of the continent, many of them
most attractive, have been open to our countrymen
and others for fifty years past. And, further, while
competition in University teaching has thus grown
up on every side, another important change took
place simultaneously in the curtailment of the Uni-
versity privilege of exclusively qualifying for the
University degree. Under the free-trade thus esta-
blished in teaching, numerous schools were recog-
nised in all quarters as qualifying more or less for
graduation. Noticing next the fact, that qualifica-
tion for the degree might now be obtained in great
part at fifty schools at home and abroad, besides in
the University, he said it was to him satisfactory
proof of the vitality of the medical school, and the
soundness of its system of instruction, that, under
such wide-spread competition, the medical students
in the Uniuersity had not fallen off in number more
than had actually happened; for their number,
which about 1825 varied from 800 to 900, had ranged
for the last ten years between 450 and 550."

Dr. Christison also showed that, with the advance
of medical science, the number of professorships in
the University had greatly increased; the number of
classes to be necessarily attended had multiplied;,
and the means of acquiring practical knowledge had
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mereased. With the multiplication of courses of in-
struction, it was a question, he remarked, whether
the curriculum had not been over-charged with lec-
tures, and whether enough time had been left for
clinical study.
"To these questions, I am convinced that every

competent and impartial inquirer must reply that
grave errors have been committed, and demand cor-
rection. A material correction has been made in this
University by the gradual reduction of the amount
of lectures on all branches, and eventually the cur-
tailment of the winter session to five mcnths. For
the old courses have thus been reduced from 120 or

140 lectures, as in 1820, to 100 only. But this reduc-
tion has been too indiscriminate. It has been ap-

plied sometimes where it is unsuitable, sometimes
where it is insufficient. I am prepared to show, how-
ever, that, by altering our unequal sessions to two
equal ones of four months each, with an interval, as

at present, of a month between them, every object
held in view by alarmists and reformers may be
attained. Anatomy, chemistry, and practice of phy-
sic, restored to their due proportions, and all other
branches, by a moderate extension here, or moderate
abbreviation there, made more conformable to their
own objects, and to the suitableness of the rest,
and so as to leave ample opportunity for clinical
study."

The latter portion of Dr. Christison's lecture was

devoted to questions specially relating to the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh. If great improvements had
been made, enabling students to acquire practical
information in many subjects which were formerly
not taught practically at all, there nevertheless re-

mained much to be done. He drew attention to the
very limited finances of the University, which ren-

dered many desirable improvements impossible; and
expressed a hope that the citizens of Edinburgh
would not allow their celebrated University to be
surpassed by others supported with greater liberality
and more richly endowed.

AT a late meeting of the Mansion House Cholera
Relief Committee, the question of treatment of cho-
lera by stimuli was brought forward by Dr. Andrew
Clark.

Dr. Andrew Clark took occasion to question some

of the local committees as to whether, where brandy
was administered, it was given under medical au.
thority; remarking that, in cholera cases, any excess
in the use of stimulants was positively injurious;
that he had received letters from different parts of
the east of London pointing out excesses in that re-

spect; and that it had been observed that, immedi-
ately after pay-day among workmen, there had been
a great influx of cholera patients."

Ur to the present time, Edinburgh has been free
from cholera; two cases having at most occurred.
Dr. Littlejohn, the very active and able Medical
Officer of Health, has, however, set on foot a system
of inspection, or house-to-house visitation, which
will doubtless be of the greatest use. The city has
been divided into a number of districts, and these

have been allotted to certain medical men who have
kindly offered their services for the purpose. The
medical men are to make a minute inspection of the
district which has been confided to them; and are to
report all nuisances which may have fallen under
their observation to the Medical Officer of Health.
The gentlemen appointed have already advanced con-
siderably in their tedious but useful work.

THE cholera has increased in Vienna. Several me-
dical men have already fallen victims.
The Cattle-plague has assumed a serious aspect in

Galicia and Hungary. The spread of it is attributed
to the late unrestricted movement of cattle in conse-
quence of the war.

Professor Pilz, the oculist and author, died at
Prague last week, in his forty-fifth year.

Dr. Herz of Vienna strongly urges, in the Wien.
Med. Woch., on his medical brethren, the benefits of
village hospitals, as adopted in England. He espe-
cially speaks of the Cranley Hospital.
M. Diday, in the Gazette Med. de Lyon, describes

yet another case of what he calls Eustachian syphilis,
produced, as asserted, by the catheterism of the
Eustachian canal. Really, this is drawing too much
on the belief of the profession. If we are to believe
all the French journals say, we must conclude that
the Parisian aurist manufactures a case of syphilis
every week by infecting the Eustachian tube with
his dirty instruments.
The supporters of spontaneous generation have

found a new disciple in M. Donn6, Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine of Montpellier.
M. Tavignot sends to his Academy a description

of a new instrument for cataract; and adds to his
letter an indication for the treatment of cholera.
La Fraternidad, a medical journal of Valencia

(Spain), gives an account of an extraordinary scan-
dal from abuse of power on the part of the sisters of
charity in the provincial hospital of that city. After
ablation of the eye in a child four years of age, the
medical attendants had permitted the mother of the
patient to sit up with her child during the night,
The woman at the time was carrying a child at the
breast. The sisters of charity chose to overrule the
authority of the medical staff, and thrust the woman
into the street in the middle of the night without
her suckling child, which she only recovered from
them after incessant applications. A Committee of
the Faculty of Medicine at Valencia had convened a
meeting, in which it was resolved nem. con. to bring
this abuse of power under the notice of the civil au-
thorities, as they found it imperative to have some
restraint placed on the wilful behaviour of the sisters,
who are declared now to take every opportunity of
thwarting the intentions of the medical attendants
in their relation to the sick.

[British Medical Journal.
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THE CHOLERA.

THE weekly return of deaths in London by the
Registrar-General up to the 1st inst., shows a de-
crease in the deaths from the prevailing epidemic.
The deaths from cholera during each of the last five
weeks have been 1053, 781, 455, 265, and 198; and
from cholera and diarrhoea together, 1407, 1045, 649,
394, and 326. Divided into districts, the 198 deaths
from cholera in last week were distributed as follow.
West 6, north 15, central 9, east 122, and south 46.
While in the east districts the cholera has declined
rapidly, it is nearly stationary in those of the south,
the deaths happening chiefly by the river at Dept-
ford and Woolwich, where (says the Registrar-Gene-
ral) it is to be feared the authorities and people are
negligent, and where the pumps demand attention.
The daily return shows that the sudden increase

of Saturday as suddenly subsided on the two follow-
ing days.

Dr. Greenhill gives a remarkable instance of mor-
tality due apparently to the introduction of a dirty
cholera bed; thus enforcing the importance of the
precept-Burn all the dirty bedding and linen of
cholera patients.
The cholera epidemic in Liverpool shows a serious

increase for the week ending last Saturday. Of the
592 deaths there registered last week, exceeding by
282 the average of the corresponding week of ten pre-
vious years.

In Dublin, the 147 deaths returned last week in-
cluded 41 from cholera, although the mortality of
that city from all causes scarcely exceeds the ave-
rage.
The Bishop of London appears to be making a

round of visits to the cholera-stricken districts of
East London. His lordship's object seems to be to
induce the different relief committees to act on some
uniform, or as little varied, system as possible, in the
relief to be afforded to widows, orphans, and con-
valescents.
A report from the Committee of Cholera Visitors

in connexion with the King Edward Ragged Schools,
Spitalfields, stated that they had under their visita-
tion two hundred houses in that locality. The cases
of cholera are fewer in number, but typhus is much
on the increase. Many of the houses, they said, are
found in a very shameful condition, and they are now
drawing the attention of the landlords to the dis-
graceful state of the water-closets.
During thirteen days up to Sunday, 103 patients

had been received into the temporary cholera hospi-
tal in Commercial Street, Whitechapel, of whom 27
had died, 31 had been discharged, and 45 remained.

It is stated that six cases of cholera have occurred
at Richmond, three of which had proved fatal, one
being that of a woman who had gone thither from
Bow.
The Rev. T. Richardson, of St. George's-in-the-

East, reports that since cholera had begun to subside
low fever had set in. A local committee, also, from
Bromley and Bow state that, while cholera was fast
subsiding, fever of various kinds had supervened.
Vienna has been through the summer almost free

from the disease; but in the return for the week
ending 18th ultimo, 16 of the 366 deaths are referred
to this head.
The news received from Naples regarding the cho-

lera there is very reassuring.
In Berlin, the daily numbers of fresh seizures and

of deaths by cholera, from the 18th to the 27th
August, were respectively 30, 12; 45, 24; 41, 14; 40,
16; 32, 11; 25, 8; 28, 12; 27, 11; 40, 15. The
exacerbations which thus occurred from the 26th to
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the 27th, appear to be accounted for by the fact
that the former of these days was a Sunday; expe-
rience having proved the excesses in diet incident on
the Sunday often to have been followed by such an
increase. 'Up to Aug. 24th, the total of cases was
6295, of recoveries 1233, and of deaths 3627, while
1435 remained under treatment.
In St. Petersburg, the disease befel, from June 26

to Aug. 22, 11,951 persons; of whom 2594 died, 7941
recovered, and 1416 remained under treatment.
Hence, supposing the cases reported were all genuine
instances of cholera, the epidemic has proved not
nearly so fatal as at Berlin.
In Moscow, the number of seizures up to August

19th was only 191; of which 61 ended in death, the
number of recoveries being 49. (Deutsche Klinik, 1st
Sept., 1866.)

THE NEW SYDENHAM SOCIETY.

THE: eighth annual meeting of the New Sydenham,
Society was held on August 10th, in the rooms ap-
propriated to the British Medical Association at
Chester; Mr. Turner, Vice-President, in the chair.
The minutes of the former meeting having been

read, the Honorary Secretary presented the balance-
sheet, and the draft of the report.as prepared by the
Council.
The balance-sheet showed that the Society had

upwards of .£1200 in its Treasurer's hands.
In reference to the works to be issued for the cur-

rent year, the Report stated that one volume was
already out, and that three others would follow.
They are as follows. Bernutz and Goupil's Treatise
on Diseases of Women. Translated and abridged by
Dr. Meadows. Vol. i. Hebra on Diseases of the
Skin. Vol. i. Translated by Dr. Hilton Fagge. The
Society's Atlas of Skin Diseases; a Sixth Fasciculus,
to comprise Three Plates.
In reference to the production of condensed trans-

lations, the Report had the following sentences.
" In Volume xxviii (Bernutz and Goupil), the ex-

periment has been tried of abbreviating the text of
the original, and a volume of 590 pages has been
condensed into one of 276. It is hoped that this has
been done without any material loss to the useful-
ness of the work, whilst it has of course permitted a
very great reduction in its cost. The Council is of
opinion that from time to time other valuable foreign
works of such large size as to render their transla-
tion in extenso inexpedient, if not wholly impracti-
cable, may with great advantage be thus introduced
to the English profession. It is not of course in-
tended to contrast the value of a condensed transla-
tion with that of a complete one; but it is to be re-
membered that, instead of the full translation of one
large work, it may be easily practicable to produce
abbreviated editions of two or three. Not only is
the Council able to secure for the responsible work of
condensed translation the services of highly accom-
plished editors, but it trusts also as usual heretofore
to obtain the co-operation of the authors them-
selves."
For 1867, four works are in preparation: Bernutz

and Goupil's Treatise on Diseases of Women, Second
and concluding Volume; A Biennial Retrospect of
Medicine and Surgery; Hebra on Exanthems and
Diseases of the Skin, Vol. ii; and A Seventh Fasci-
culus of the Society's Atlas of Portraits of Skin Dis-
eases.
The Report concluded by stating that the Society

had obtained a considerable number of new mem-
bers during the current yeaxr; and urged upon all iYl
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trested in its welfare, the importance of endeavour-
ing to extend its sphere.

Dr. MORELL MACKENZIE moved, and Dr. PAGET
seconded, the adoption of the Report and Balance-
sheet, which was carried unanimously.
Some discussion ensued as to the part of the

Report referring to condensed translations; and all
who took part in it coincided in the opinion expressed
by the Council in their favour.
The ballot for officers next took place, and the fol-

lowing were declared duly elected. President-Jas.
Paget, Esq., F.R.S. Vice-Presidents-W. W. Gull,
M.D.; T. Laycock, M.D., F.R.S.Ed.; W. Bowman,
Esq., F.R.S.; R. Partridge, Esq., F.R.S.; Sir D. J.
Corrigan, M.D.; J. E. Erichsen, Esq.; W. T. Gaird-
ner, M.D.; F. Sibson, M.D., F.R.S.; John W. Ogle,
M.D.; E. Waters, M.D.; T. B. Peacock, M.D.; E. R.
Bickersteth, Esq-; T. Turner, Esq., F.L.S.; Sir T.
Watson, M.D., F.R.S.; C. J. B. Williams, M.D.,
F.R.S. Counci-J. T. Banks, M.D.; J. Barclay,
M.D.; R. Greenhalgh, M.D.; M. Martin de Barto-
lome, M.D.; L. Beale, M.D., F.R.S.; C. Brooke, Esq.,
F.R.S.; T. Bryant, Esq.; J. Couper, Esq.; T. M.
Daldy, M.D.; T. Hillier, M.D.; R. Druitt, M.D.; A.
E. Durham, Esq.; E. L. Fox, M.D.; T. H. Bartleet,
M.B.; J. B. Fletcher, M.D.; C. Heath, Esq.; W.
MoEwen, M.D.; F. E. Anstie, M.D.; R. Martin,
M.D.; W. J. Clement, Esq., M.P.; H. Gueneau de
Mussy, M.D.; Graily Hewitt, M.D.; E. Ray, M.D.;
C. Handfield Jones, M.B., F.R.S.; R. W. Smith,
M.D.; J. K. Spender, Esq.; A. P. Stewart, M.D.;
W. S. Savory, Esq., F.R.S.; W. E. Swaine, M.D.; E.
Wilson, Esq., F.R.S.; H. Weber, M.D.; J. G. Wil-
son, Esq. Treasurer-W. S. Saunders, M.D. Audi-
tors-J. S. Bristowe, M.D.; Herbert Davies, M.D.; P.
Gbowlland, Esq. Hon. Secretary-Jonathan Hutchin-
son, Esq.

Dr. SIBsON proposed, and Dr. MILLER seconded, a
vote of thanks to the retiring Council and to the
Hon. Local Secretaries of the Society for their zealous
services during the past year.
The meeting then adjourned.

THE SOCIAL SCIENCE CONGRESS. The preparations
for the meeting are advancing rapidly. Mr. J. Stuart
Mill has been requested to introduce the subject of
extradition treaties. Mr. Wilson is preparing a
paper on the principles of bankrupt law. The im-
portant topic of reducing the law of England to a
compendious form will be dealt with by Mr. Gibbs.
Sir J. P. Kay-Shuttleworth will read a paper on edu-
cational endowments. The Rev. W. J. Kennedy will
introduce the subject of extending to rural parishes
the advantages of education. The Rev. Canon Toole
is writing on the physical education of the poor; Mr.
B. Templar on the results of ten years' experience in
the Manchester Free School, and that a valuable
contribution to this section will be read by Miss
Mary Carpenter. Dr. Angus Smith will discuss the
evils produced by the non-consumption of smoke,
and Dr. Stevenson Macadam, of Edinburgh, the pol-
lution of rivers. Dr. Morgan, Mr. A. Ransome, and
Mr. Royston are busy upon a report upon the health
of Manchester and Salford for the last 15 years. The
moot topic of the licensing laws will be discussed.
Mr. Worthington will introduce the subject of work-
ing men's dwellings. Workhouse management will
be the subject of a paper by Mr. North, and it is ex-
pected that recent disclosures will cause this ques-
tion to be one of the most interesting at the meeting.
Lord Brougham, the venerable President of the
Council, will deliver an address during the sitting of
the Congress. All the arrangements for the meeting
axe progresig satisfatorily. (Manehester Guardian.)

COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL:
NOTICE OF MEETING.

THE Committee of Council will meet at the Queen's
Hotel, Birmingham, on THURSDAY, the 27th day of
September, 1866, at 3 o'clock P.M. precisely.
To receive the resignation of the Editor of the

JOURNAL, and to devise what steps shall be taken
relative thereto; and other very important business.

T. WATKIN WILLIAMS, General Secretary.
13, Newhall Street, Birmingham, September Gth, 18G6.

WEST SOMERSET BRANCH:
ORDINARY MEETING.

AN ordinary meeting of the above Branch will be
held at Clarke's Castle Hotel, Taunton, on Wed-
nesday, September 26th. Dinner at 5 o'clock; after
which, papers or cases will be communicated.
Gentlemen intending to be present at the dinner,

or to read papers after, are requested to give notice
to the Honorary Secretary.

W. M. KELLY, M.D., Hon. Secretary.
Taunton, September 4th, 1866.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCH: EAST KENT
DISTRICT MEDICAL MEETINGS.

THE next meeting of this Branch will be held at the
Pavilion Hotel, Folkestone, on Thursday, September
27th, at 3 P.M.
Members desiring to bring forward papers, should

communicate with the Honorary Secretary without
delay.

R. L. BOWLES, L.R.C.P., Honorary Secretary.
Folkestone, September 4th, 1866.

THE AMERICAN ARMY MEDICAL SERvIcE. The
following is Section 17th of the Army Bill passed by
Congress during the last hours of its late session:
The Medical Department of the Army shall hereafter
consist of one surgeon-general, with the rank, pay,
and emoluments of a brigadier-general; one assistant
surgeon-general, with the rank, pay, and emoluments
of a colonel of cavalry; one chief medical purveyor
and four assistant medical purveyors, with the rank,
pay, and emoluments of lieutenant-colonels ofcavalry,
who shall give the same bonds which are or may be
required by assistant paymasters-general of like
grade, and shall, when not acting as purveyors, be
assignable to duty as surgeons by the President;
sixty surgeons, with the rank, pay, and emoluments
of majors of cavalry; one hundred and fifty assistant-
surgeons, with the rank, pay, and emoluments of first
lieutenants of cavalry for the first three years' ser-
vice, and with the rank, pay, and emoluments of
captains of cavalry after three years' service; and
five medical storekeepers, with the same compensa,-
tion as is now provided by law; and all the original
vacancies in the grade of assistant-surgeon shall be
filled by selection by examination from among the
persons who have served as staff or regimental sur-
geons or assistant-surgeons of volunteers in the army
of the United States two years during the late war,
and persons who have served as assistant-surgeons
three years in the volunteer service, shall be eligible
for promotion to the grade of captain.
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